JESUS LOVES ME—THIS I KNOW
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Earlier, I told you how I surrendered my life to Jesus at 20 years old. Now, after 47 years of walking with Him, I want to share what Scripture has helped me understand about my salvation.
That night was the beginning. Through the years, I have come to understand more deeply His grace, His forgiveness, and the love He had for me even before I called on His name.
Jesus loved me then. He loves me now. And He is still working on me.
Jesus loved me in my loneliness, received me when I surrendered, and continues to work in my life.
OUR FOUNDATION: JOHN 3:16–17
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
God’s love is personal. The “world” He loves includes you.
1. GOD’S CREATION DECLARES HIS GLORY
Genesis 1:16
“And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.”
Psalm 19:1
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.”
The stars remind us to lift our eyes toward the Creator. For me, looking at the stars became part of a night of surrender—a night when I began to understand that I was loved.
2. THROUGH HUMAN FAILURE, GOD SHOWS GRACE
Genesis 6:8
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”
The story of humanity includes sin and failure, but it also reveals God’s grace. His love calls us to turn toward Him.
3. GOD HEARS OUR CRY
I was born two months premature, weighing two pounds, and fighting for my life. Years later, while serving in the United States Navy in Portsmouth, Virginia, I struggled with drinking and deep loneliness.
One night, I collapsed in a ditch. In my despair, I asked God to let my life end. Then I surrendered: “If you don’t want to kill me, then you can have me.”
That night became the beginning of my journey with Jesus.
Psalm 40:1–3
“I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.
He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.”
Whatever burden you carry, you can bring it honestly to God.
4. JESUS RECEIVES THOSE WHO COME TO HIM
John 6:37
“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”
Romans 5:8
“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
I came to Jesus with my drinking, regrets, and loneliness. His love was already there. You do not have to hide your brokenness before coming to Him.
5. WE CAN SURRENDER WHAT HAS RULED OUR LIVES
1 Corinthians 6:12
“All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”
For me, alcohol led toward danger. Leaving it behind became part of my obedience to Jesus.
Consider what has been controlling your choices. Bring it to Christ, and seek the support you need to walk in freedom.
6. HIS LOVE AND WORK CONTINUE
He continues to forgive—1 John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
He continues His work in us—Philippians 1:6
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:”
He supplies our needs—Philippians 4:19
“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
My testimony continues today. I am grateful for His forgiveness, His patient work in my life, and His daily care.
TAKE THIS HOME
Jesus loved me when I felt alone. He received me when I surrendered. He forgives me when I confess my sins. And He is still working on me.
Jesus loves me—this I know, for the Bible tells me so.
That same Bible says, “For God so loved the world.” That includes you.
REFLECT THIS WEEK
· What do I need to bring honestly to Jesus?
· What has been controlling my life that I need to surrender?
· Where can I recognize God’s care and thank Him today?
· What can I do to build God’s ministry through BOWFC.ORG
A PRAYER
Lord Jesus, thank You for loving me. I come to You with my sins, my struggles, and my needs. Forgive me, and help me surrender my life to You. Teach me to trust Your Word, obey Your leading, and receive help as I grow. Continue Your work in me, and help me share Your love with others. Amen.


