More Than a Meal—A Family in Christ
Bishop Daniel’s Preaching Notes
Opening
Today we celebrate October birthdays.
We thank God for the people—not just another date.
Everyone needs encouragement, friendship, and a place to belong.
Acts 2:42 (KJV)
“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
They shared their lives. We need one another.
1. Make Being Together a Priority
Acts 2:46–47 (KJV)
“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”
· They gathered at worship and in homes.
· Relationships continued beyond the service.
· Make time for a conversation.
· Make an invitation.
Ask: Who here do you recognize but have never really spoken with?
2. Make Room at Your Table
Romans 12:13 (KJV)
“Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.”
· Simple food. Sincere welcome.
· You do not need a perfect house.
· Welcome somebody outside your usual circle.
· Nobody should have to sit alone.
An open chair can become an open door.
3. Celebrate People
Romans 12:15 (KJV)
“Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.”
· Today we rejoice with our October birthdays.
· Tell people you are thankful for them.
· Notice important days.
· Be present during painful days.
We laugh together. We cry together.
4. Share the Burden
Galatians 6:2 (KJV)
“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”
· Ask how someone is doing.
· Stay long enough to listen.
· Offer prayer, a meal, a ride, or a visit.
· Follow up during the week.
Love becomes visible when we help carry what is heavy.
5. Encourage One Another in Christ
Hebrews 10:24–25 (KJV)
“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”
· Strengthen people with your words.
· Pray together.
· Serve together.
· Help one another follow Jesus.
Practical Invitations
· Church meal.
· Prayer breakfast.
· Home Bible study.
· Game night or picnic.
· Visit someone who cannot attend.
· Coffee, a walk, or a telephone call.
Start with one person and one invitation.
Closing Challenge
Thank our October birthday members.
Please stay after service for fellowship.
Sit with someone you do not know well.
Learn their name. Hear their story.
Encourage one person this week.
More than a meal—a family in Christ.
Prayer
Father, bless our birthday members and our time together. Help us welcome others, share their burdens, and grow closer to Jesus. Bless the food and those who prepared it. In Jesus’ name, amen.

